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Message from the Director
Construction News
Staff began clearing books,
computers, shelving and
furniture from the center of
the library on January 22nd.
At that time, Carmen &
Mikey moved to a private
home for their safety and
emotional well-being as well
as the safety of staff and
construction crews.

Inside this issue:

Featured
Resources

2

Book Night

2

Career Catalyst
Center

2

Kids Programs,
Literacy Tips

3

ACL Board of
Trustees

3

ACL Friends

3

Materials and services have
been moved to the Library
Annex, across the alley from
the library. These include
new books, over half of our
DVD collection, new
audiobooks, and new
children’s and teen materials.
We also have the new large
print books, and the most
recent copy of all magazines
and newspapers. There are
10 laptops available, with a
printer/copy machine

4

Book Night @ your library
and the ACL Writers’ Group
are continuing to meet in the
Annex at their regular times.
Play & Learn has been moved
to the Heights Branch and is
held on Tuesdays from 9:30
to 11am.
Construction began on
February 5th with the
construction of
containment walls to keep
the dust out of the rest of
the building. The elevator
pit was the next project.
New steel beams replaced
the wooden ones to

conform to updated
code. There was a bit of
excitement one
afternoon when a
subcontractor was
piping rigid foam around
the building footings.
Some of the foam was
accidentally piped into
the ductwork, causing
the building to fill with
smoke. The problem
has been fixed and we
are back on track. Our
contractor is Mangum
Construction, a local
firm with whom we are
very pleased. You can
see construction
pictures and information
throughout this
newsletter.

Upcoming events for March
Mondays:
Career Catalyst Center 2pm
Tuesdays:
Play & Learn (Heights)9:30am
Career Catalyst Center
1pm
Wednesdays:

ACL Foundation
Spotlight on
Success

available for public use. The
Career Center is operating in
the Annex Mondays and
Wednesdays from 2 to 5pm
and Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 1 to 4pm. Items placed
on hold can be picked up at
the Annex.

Career Catalyst Center 2pm
Thursdays:

Career Catalyst Center 1pm
Writers’ Group, 3/1 & 15, 7pm
Book Night, 3/22 7pm (Annex)
Fridays:
Saturdays:

Technology Help 10am-noon
(sign up at library annex)

Expanded hours at the
Heights Branch; M-S 10am5pm
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Featured Resources
We at Asotin County Library are continuing
to provide services to our users while under
construction. We are doing so by using the
Library Annex across the alley from the
library at 407 Sycamore St.

.

Two months before construction began, we
placed a bookdrop in the alley so that users
could bring their materials back safely when
construction is going on. Unfortunately, we
are having some problems with people pushing through construction barriers to get to
the old book drop.
We want to let everyone know that, for
their own safety, they can use the alley
bookdrop or bring items into the annex, our
Heights or Asotin branches or any Valnet
library.

“A library
outranks any
other one thing
a community
can do to
benefit its’
people. It is a
never failing
spring in the
desert.”
Andrew Carnegie

Annex Entrance

Book Drop

Book Night
Are you interested in
learning more about new
books? Or getting
together with others to
discuss highlights or interesting passages of selected
books?

March selection:
When Breath Becomes Air
By Paul Kalanithi
We’ll see you March 22 at
7pm—ACL Annex

Join us on the fourth
Thursday of each month
and enjoy lively
conversation while
discussing the latest book.

Career Catalyst Center
Looking for a job? Need help
creating or updating your
resume? Or filling out an online application?
We can help!!!

Bev Rhoades

Stop by the Career Catalyst
Center at the Asotin
County Library for help
with:
 job search
 On-line application







Create a Resume
Write a cover letter,
Explore new careers,
Strengthen your technology skills
Or just need someone
to talk with about your
job search.

And best of all—these services
are all free!!!!

Don’t let a little construction put you off—we’re still
to help job seekers.
Bev is available in Annex:
M/W 2-5pm & T/TH 1-4pm
No appointment needed
See You Soon!
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Kids Programs, Literacy Tips and More
Play & Learn at the Heights
Branch Library
We are holding Play & Learn
at the Heights Branch Library
for the duration of the construction on the downtown
building. Join us on Tuesdays
from 9:30-11am for free play
and socializing, followed by a
snack, storytime and craft.
Storytime is packed with
rhymes, songs, and stories, all
chosen for their early literacy
benefits. Craft time helps
children develop early writing
skills by strengthening the

muscles in their hands and
building fine motor skills.
Kids up to age 8 are welcome. Join us for a fun time
on Tuesdays!

ACL Board of Trustees

Your library

The Board meets on the
third Wednesday of the
month at 3:30pm, unless
otherwise posted. Board
members apply to the
Asotin County Board of
Commissioners and serve a
five-year term. Members
are limited to 10 years of
service to the Library
Board.

promotes a
prosperous
community a

literate society,
and lifelong
learning for
people of all
ages.

ACL Friends of the Library
The Friends of the Asotin
County Library support the
library by purchasing
equipment and materials,
facilitating the library book sale
and other events.
Steve Martin, President
Betty Lou Gano, Vice President
Jerry Hendrickson, Treasurer
Jean Hendrickson, Secretary
The Friends are looking for
new members who want to
become involved with such
things as reading programs,

keeping book sections in order,
raising money for youth reading
programs and more. The
Family Christmas Craft Workshop is an especially fun time to
volunteer to help make the
evening enjoyable. Ask any of
the library staff for information
and about signing up.

Now accepting donations
for the Spring Book Sale. (up
to 2 boxes at a time). Drop off
during regular library hours or
call 758-5454 for pick up.
Check out the Friends year-round
Book Sale shelf at the library.

ASOTIN COUNTY
LIBRARY

Downtown Branch
417 Sycamore
Clarkston, WA 99403
509-758-5454
Heights Branch
2036 4th Avenue
Clarkston, WA 99403
509-758-4601
Asotin Branch
215 Second Street
Asotin, WA 99402
509-243-6010

We’re
On the Web:
www.asotincountylibrary.org
222.

Asotin County Library Foundation
The mission of the Asotin County Library Foundation is to support a vibrant, modern
library system that serves the diverse needs of everyone in our community in perpetuity.
The Foundation has been very busy this year in planning for the future.
Future Projects include:
 The addition of a mezzanine in the downtown building, which will allow us to expand
the library’s space with public computers, teen area, early literacy programs, and meeting rooms.
 Expansion of the Heights Branch
 Creation of a branch building in the City of Asotin
 Build the Foundation endowment to achieve sustainability for the library’s future.
_________________________________________________________________________
While we want you to continue to use the library while we are operating out of the Annex, there are
other options.
We have expanded the hours at the Heights Branch so it is now open 10am to 5pm Monday
through Saturday.
The Asotin Branch is open Tuesdays and Thursday from 2:30 to 6pm and Saturdays from 12:30 to
3:30pm.
Use our webpage for access to eBooks and eAudiobooks from the Washington Anytime Library
and through VALNet OverDrive.
Use the webpage to access databases such as Auto Repair Reference Center, HeritageQuest, and
others to locate financial information, homework help and general information.
Find eBooks and eComic Books using Biblioboard.
Peruse BookNews to learn about new books and materials in your areas of interest. You can place
holds directly in VALNet or give us a call at 758-5454 and we can place the hold for you.
We’ll let you know when your holds are available for pickup.
Thank you for your support of the library and your patience during this time of construction.

Spotlight on Success

Asotin County Library

With great pleasure and
excitement, we introduce you
to our newest ACL employee-Adult Services Librarian—Erin
Kolb. Erin joined our team
March 5, but she is no stranger
to libraries and brings both
education and four years of
experience to this new position. According to Erin, “What
an exciting time to join the
ACL team! Construction is all
around—there is dust flying
and loud noises, but great energy to get the new Mezzanine
completed. I’m looking forward to helping bring a variety
of programs and services to
the library.”
“
“While I’ve been here only a
few days, I have already started
to work on putting together
book club kits. I want to amp
up the library’s social media
presence to help highlight library resources, services and
programs and to share quality
content. I’m also really excited

to work with the library’s numerous volunteers! Volunteers
are vital assets to our library
and we are so appreciative of
their time and talent.” So stay
tuned – we have lots in store
for you in the near future.
In her spare time, Erin says
she likes to read!!—imagine
that!! She’s currently reading
Midnight in the Garden of Good
and Evil in preparation for an
upcoming trip to Savannah, GA.
She enjoys time spent with her
husband Todd and their two 1
year old pups. She also likes to
drink coffee, binge-watch shows
on Netflix and HGTV, and occasionally get away for a long
weekend with her girlfriends.
Immediate plans include getting
to know the ACL community
and to learn what they would
like from their library in terms
of services and programs. Being
an active and engaging librarian
to our community is her top
priority!

Erin Kolb

Although Erin is new to ACL
she quickly recognized how
much the staff cares for this
community and providing excellent library service! Staff has
worked incredibly hard to offer
materials and programs during
the construction project.
Welcome Erin—we’re so happy
you’re here!! Stop by and welcome Erin. Great things are in
store – you won’t want to miss.

The center portion of the library after books and shelving
moved.

Beautiful wooden beams had to be removed to comply with
new building codes. New steel beams to take extra weight of
the mezzanine.

Elevator shaft is done.

Empty cistern found when excavating for elevator. Work was not
delayed because of discovery.

New steel beams are in.

