
 

ACL Updated 07.2018  1 

Book Club Kits 

 
A Sudden Life by Garth Stein 
When a boy tries to save his parents’ marriage, he uncovers a legacy of family secrets in a coming-of-age ghost story. 
(432 pages, 10 paperbacks , 2 CD audiobooks) 
 

Beautiful Boy: A Father's Journey Through His Son's Addiction by David Sheff  
What had happened to my beautiful boy? To our family? What did I do wrong? Those are the wrenching questions that 
haunted every moment of David Sheff’s journey through his son Nic’s addiction to drugs and tentative steps toward 
recovery. (340 pages, 10 paperbacks) 
 

Genesis Girl by Jennifer Bardsley 
Eighteen-year-old Blanca has lived a sheltered life. Her entire childhood has been spent at Tabula Rasa School where 
she’s been protected from the Internet. Her lack of a virtual footprint makes her extremely valuable, and upon gradua-
tion, Blanca and those like her are sold to the highest bidders. A unique sci-fi/furturistic/thriller! (280 pages, 5 paper-
backs) 
 
Jefferson’s Pillow: The Founding Fathers and the Dilemma of Black Patriotism by Roger Wilkins 
Explores the history of slavery and black patriotism in the U.S. and demythologizes founding fathers Washington, 
Jefferson, Madison, and Mason by studying their attitudes towards race with an understanding of the political and so-
cial contexts of the time. (147 pages, 8 paperbacks) 
 
My Jim by Nancy Rawls 
To help her granddaughter accept the risks of loving, Sadie Watson mines her memory for the tale of the unquencha-
ble love of her life, Jim. Sadie’s Jim was an ambitious young slave and seer who, when faced with the prospect of being 
sold, escaped down the Mississippi with a white boy named Huck Finn. Sadie is suddenly left alone, worried about her 
children, reviled as a witch, punished for Jim’s escape, and convinced her husband is dead. But Sadie’s will and her love 
for Jim animate her life and see her through. (161 pages, 6 paperbacks) 
 
The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri 
On the heels of their arranged wedding, Ashoke and Ashima Ganguli settle together in Cambridge, Massachusetts. An 
engineer by training, Ashoke adapts far less warily than his wife, who resists all things American and pines for her fami-
ly. When their son is born, the task of naming him betrays the vexed results of bringing old ways to the new world. 
(291 pages, 8 paperbacks) 
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Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting by in America by Barbara Ehernreich 
Millions of Americans work full-time, year-round, for poverty-level wages. In 1998, author Barbara Ehren-
reich decided to join them. She was inspired in part by the rhetoric surrounding welfare reform, which prom-
ised that any job equals a better life. Read Nickel & Dimed for the smoldering clarity of Ehrenreich's perspec-
tive and for a rare view of how "prosperity" looks from the bottom. Book  includes a new forward by the au-
thor. (256 pages, 5 paperbacks) 
 
The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah 
“A moving, strong and inspiring tale of survival, love, and female heroism during World War II.” - Goodreads 
review  
(608 pages, 10 paperbacks) 
 
The Smell of Other People’s Houses by Bonnie-Sue Hitchcock 
In Alaska, 1970, being a teenager here isn’t like being a teenager anywhere else. Ruth has a secret that she 
can’t hide forever. Dora wonders if she can ever truly escape where she comes from, even when good luck 
strikes. Alyce is trying to reconcile her desire to dance, with the life she’s always known on her family’s fish-
ing boat. Hank and his brothers decide it’s safer to run away than to stay home—until one of them ends up 
in terrible danger. (223 pages, 10 paperbacks, 1 CD audiobook) 
 
The Turner House by Angela Flournoy 
A major contribution to the literature on American families, The Turner House brings us a colorful brood full 
of love, pride, and unlikely inheritances. It's a striking examination of the American dream and a celebration 
of the ways in which our families bring us home.  (352 pages, 10 paperbacks) 
 
We Are All Completely Beside Ourselves  by Angela Flournoy 
Meet the Cooke family. Our narrator is Rosemary Cooke. As a child, she never stopped talking; now that 
she's started college, she has wrapped herself in silence: the silence of intentional forgetting, of protective 
cover. Rosemary is now an only child, but she used to have a sister the same age as her, and an older broth-
er. Both are now gone - vanished from her life. Her once lively mother is a shell of her former self, her clever 
and imperious father now a distant, brooding man. And there was something unique about Rosemary's sis-
ter, Fern. (308 pages, 7 paperbacks, 1 hardback) 


